  SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

To:  
The Mayor


Deputy Mayor


All Members of Sandy Town Council

There will be a Meeting of Sandy Town Council on Monday 7th December 2009 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

2nd December 2009





      
       S M Foster









       Town Clerk
AGENDA
1.  Apologies 
2.  To receive statutory declarations of interests from members

(a)
Prejudicial Interests

(b)
Personal Interests 
3. Sandy Beat Manager to give update on policing in Sandy
4.  Oral questions from electors

(Please would Members raise any questions initially with the office)
5.  Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council
(Any plans received for comment will be on display in the committee room from 7.15 pm onwards and members are requested to view these prior to this item)    (see list attached)

6.  Mayoral communications    (see list attached)
7.  Minutes and Reports 

To approve/adopt the Minutes of:-

+ (a)  Meeting of Town Council held on Monday 26th October 2009.

+ (b) Meeting of Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 2nd November 2009.  

+ (c)  Meeting of Audit Committee held on Monday 16th November 2009. 
 +*(d) Meeting of Staffing Committee held on Monday 23rd November 2009. 
+ (e) Meeting of Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Monday 30th November 2009.

(f) Open Spaces Sub-committee held on 23rd November 2009 (Copy attached)
 + = Previously circulated

* = Exempt or Confidential Information – Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985.

8.  Reports from representatives
To receive any verbal reports from Council representatives on outside bodies.
9.  Clerk’s Report
To receive and consider the Clerk’s Report.  (Copy attached)
10.  Oral questions from Electors

On matters raised during this meeting.
*11. The Jenkins Pavilion 

To receive and consider the Clerk’s Report. Copy attached
*12.  Confidential Item

To receive and consider the Clerk’s Report. Copy attached

13.  Press Release








*Exempt information – Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and Section (6, 8 & 9) of the Local Government (Access to Information Act) 1985.  The Press and Public are given notice that they may be requested to retire during consideration of this item.

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	CENTRAL BEDS NOTIFIED
	CENTRAL BEDS DECISION

	26/11/09

95/09


	CB/09/06543/ FULL

Mr D Swann

52 Laburnum Road

Sandy

SG19 1HY
	Full application for rear conservatory following demolition of existing outbuilding at 52 Laburnum Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 50 & 54 Laburnum Road, 50 Queens Road, Sandy, notified.
	
	Town Council

7/12/09
	

	26/11/09

96/09
	CB/09/06486/ FULL

Brookdale Care

C/o Mr I Taylor

DH Barford & Co

Howard House

17 Church Street

St Neots

PE19 2BU
	Full application for extensions and alterations to care home at 8 Bedford Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours Woodfine Leed Smith Solicitors, The Police Station, The Conservative Club, 8a and 10 Bedford Road, Sandy notified.

	
	Town Council

7/12/09
	

	27/11/09

97/09


	CB/09/06641/ FULL

Mr R Samels

27 Merlin Drive

Sandy

SG19 2UN


	Full application for single storey rear extension at 27 Merlin Drive, Sandy, Beds.

Near Neighbours 25,29 Merlin Drive, Sandy notified.
	
	Town Council

7/12/09
	

	27/11/09

98/09
	CB/09/06593/   FULL

Sandy Town Council

10 Cambridge Road

Sandy

SG19 1JE


	Full application for erection of storage building and mess room for council operatives at Council Depot, Stratford Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours Holly Lodge, Potton Road, 2,4 Stratford Road, KMC Roofing, East Sidings, Sandy Railway Station, Sandy notified.

	
	Town Council

7/12/09
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6.  Mayoral Communications
27.10.09 Attended University of Bedfordshire Civic Degree
Ceremony at Bedford Corn Exchange.

2.11.09 Attended Sandy Historical Research Group book launch,
Sandy Library.
3.11.09 Attended Mayor of Leighton Linslade’s charity dinner in
Dunstable.
4.11.09 With the Town Clerk and Deputy Mayor, attended Central
Bedfordshire Council’s Town and Parish Councils
conference at Chicksands.
6.11.09 Hosted a reception at the Council Offices for members of a
civic delegation from Skarszewy. Other Members of the
Council were in attendance.

8.11.09 Supported by Cllrs Sutton and D. Sharman, laid a wreath
on behalf of the Town Council and people of Sandy at the
War Memorial and, together with several 
Members of the
Council, attended the Remembrance Day Service at the 
parish church of St. Swithun.
With other Members of Council, attended a social evening
hosted by the Sandy Branch of the Royal British Legion, at
which delegations from Malaunay and Skarszewy were
guests. 

11.11.09 Attended the Chamber of Trade annual fund-raising dinner
at the China Express restaurant. The Deputy Mayor and
Consort and other Members were also present.

12.11.09 Attended a charity performance by Huntingdon Drama 
Club in aid of the Mayor of Huntingdon’s Charity Fund at
the Commemoration Hall, Huntingdon.

15.11.09r
Attended the Mayor of Dunstable’s civic service at the
West Street Baptist Church, Dunstable.



Attended the Bedfordshire 2009 Young People of the Year
awards ceremony at the Sculpture Gallery, Woburn Abbey.

19.11.09 With the Town Clerk, attended the "Crossing the 
Threshold" conference in Hereford on a community
development approach to the use of church buildings.

20.11.09 With the Town Clerk, took part in an exercise in restorative 
justice at the Council Chamber.

21.11.09 Took part in the launch ceremony at Steam Clean Dry
Cleaners in Sandy for this year’s Biggleswade Chronicle

Families in Need Appeal.

1.12.09 With the Town Clerk and Barry Groom of the Tourist 
Information Centre, attended the premiere screening of
the film “Three Market Towns” at Trinity Methodist Church
in Biggleswade.

5.12.09 Attended the Town Mayor's Carol Service at All Saints 
Church, Houghton Regis.

6.12.09 Hosted a charity Christmas lunch and participated in the
Sandy Chamber of Trade Christmas lights switching on
ceremony.

DEPUTY MAYOR

14.11.09 Attended with Mr David Sutton, the Mayor of St Ives’

Classical Concert.
28.11.09 Attended and assisted at the packing of parcels to go to
Afganistan.  This was arranged by Ken Lynch, the Tuesday
Youth Club and RAF Henlow.

Along with members of Sandy Enhancement Group and residents of Bickerdikes Gardens, officially handed over the Best Kept Road 2009 award.
6.12.09 Attended the Mayor’s Reception for the Sandy Christmas
Fair.
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RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL

7.  Minutes and Reports 
(b)  Meeting of Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 2nd November 2009.  


8.
Sandy Enhancement Group





(P53/09)

12. Correspondence 

Resolved to Recommend: That the Sandy sign in the Market square be removed and restored (making a new carved name board and refinish sign) at a cost of £690.00 and it is paid for out of Contingency Account.

9.
Riddy and Pinnacle Management Sub-Committee 

(P54/09)

Resolved to Recommend: That 1000 plug plants are planted in the Riddy next Autumn. That Mr Fleckney contact Nancy Dawson about suitable species, composition, availability and costings for the supply of 1000 plants. The quotation is then taken to the Council Estimates process.
Resolved to Recommend: That the annual budget of £5,200 plus £500 contingency and £500 for topping ragwort and thistles for the Riddy are put forward for the Council Estimates process. 
Resolved to Recommend: That the annual budget of £3,000 for the Pinnacle is put forward for the Council Estimates process.
10.   
Open Spaces Sub-Committee 




(P55/09)

2. Grass Maintenance

Resolved to Recommend: That due to the ground conditions being so hard the grass seeding is postponed. 

Resolved to Recommend: That the verti-draining is carried out when ground conditions allow. 

Resolved to Recommend: That the D.S.O. staff receive training in the use of a tractor mounted verti-drain machine and that a verti-drain machine is hired and used with the John Deere tractor and operated by the D.S.O. staff.
Resolved to Recommend: That the tractor mounted Sisis slitter is sold if a verti-drain machine is purchased.
Resolved to recommend: That the D.S.O. staff receive training in the use of a tractor mounted fertilizer spreader. 
(c)  Meeting of Audit Committee held on Monday 16th November 2009. 

6. Section 137 payments/Power of Wellbeing


(A14/09)

Resolved to Recommend: That the following payments be approved for payment under the Town Council’s powers granted by the Power of Wellbeing.

Donation to Royal British Legion for Poppy wreath

 £50.00

Donation to Sandy Upper School for Audrey Boothby award
 £25.00

Grant to Mid Beds Link-a-ride




        £250.00

8. Internal Auditor  


(A16/09)

Resolved to Recommend: That the interim Internal Audit Report for 2009/10 be approved by Town Council.
+*(d) Meeting of Staffing Committee held on Monday 23rd November 2009. 
8. National Pay Settlement
(S14/09)

Resolved to recommend: That the National Pay Settlement detailed in the report is ratified.

*9. Confidential Staff Matters 
(S15/09)

SEE PART II EXEMPT/CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES –

PART “B” – RESOLVED MATTERS
MINUTE NO (S15/09)
Resolved:  That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by virtue of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted Section (1) of the Exempt Information, Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985, it may contain “Information relating to a particular employee, former employee or applicant to become an employee, or a particular office holder, former office holder or applicant to become an office holder under the authority”,  the press and public be requested to retire from the meeting. 
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9.  Town Clerk’s Report

9.1.  Accounts 01.04.09 to 30.10.09 
To receive and approve lists of Receipts and Payments for October.
(Copies will be on display prior to the meeting).
9.2. Date of Town Council Estimates Meeting
Traditionally the Town Council Estimates meeting has been held on the fourth Monday of the month of January – in 2010 this is scheduled for 25th January.  This always fell into line with Mid Beds District Council’s timetable.  However, correspondence has just been received from Central Bedfordshire Council stating that the deadline for submitting the Council’s Precept request is 15th January 2010.
This means that Members need to decide if they would like to bring the meeting forward to Monday 11th January, this would mean that Finance and General Purposes Committee planned for that date would move to 18th January and Town Council to 25th January.

It is likely that Central Bedfordshire Council will continue with this policy so it seems appropriate that the 2011 dates should similarly be changed.
(Members are requested to decide if they would like to change these meeting dates)
9.3. Casual Vacancy
Members may be aware that the deadline for requesting an election to be held for the vacancy in Fallowfield Ward has passed.  This means that Town Council must co-opt a new member to fill the vacancy.

In the past the vacancy has been advertised and applicants have been asked to complete a form giving brief details about themselves.  The
co-option should take place at the Council meeting to be held in January 2010.

(Members are requested to confirm the arrangements or propose changes to the co-option process if they wish).
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9.  Town Clerk’s Report

(Cont)

9.4 Traffic in St Neots Road
Members will recall that a petition from residents regarding speeding traffic in St Neot’s Road was sent to Central Bedfordshire for consideration.  The following response has been received:

That the situation regarding speeding on St Neots Road, Sandy is noted and that this is further considered within an item included in the forward programme for 2010/11 as part of the ongoing works to complete the Sandy Cycle network.
(Members are requested to note the situation)

9.5 Review of Local Bus Services

A document has been received from Central Bedfordshire Council (Copy attached) which asks for the Town Council’s input into the Bus Service Review process.

The document is a summary of what Central Bedfordshire Council is hoping to achieve and asks a number of questions to be addressed.

(Members are requested to respond to the Review)

9.6 Electoral Review of Central Bedfordshire

The Boundary Committee for England has written with the information that it is recommending a council size of 59 for Central Bedfordshire Council. It has now commenced the first consultation for warding arrangements for the Council.  The review aims to make sure, as far as possible, that every councillor in each ward of the authority represents the same number of electors. The review will also take into account the identities and interests of local communities in the area.
Central Bedfordshire has 192,915 electors (Dec 2008) giving a figure of 3,270 electors per member of the Council.  Sandy has 8,796 electors (Dec 2008). Two different proposals for warding arrangements have been submitted from the Conservative and Liberal Democrat parties (Copies attached). These propose different arrangements for Sandy – the Conservatives are suggesting effectively, the status quo, with Sandy being served by two Councillors and Beeston and Fallowfield belonging to Northill and Blunham, which will also have two Councillors.  
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9.  Town Clerk’s Report

(Cont)

9.6 Electoral Review of Central Bedfordshire   (Cont)  

The Liberal Democrats are suggesting that the Sandy ward should contain Beeston and Rothbury Close (but not the rest of Fallowfield) and have two Councillors, while Fallowfield is included with Tempsford in the Potton Ward, which will also have two Councillors.
Any views must be submitted by 11th January 2010 and a draft recommendation will be published in late spring.  This will be subject to a ten week consultation period at which time the Town Council may make further comments.

(Members are requested to respond to the Review)
9.7 Central Bedfordshire Forum
Central Bedfordshire Together (the new name for the Local Strategic Partnership) has sent an invitation to the first meeting of the Central Bedfordshire Forum on 14th January 2009 from 12.30 pm at Whipsnade Zoo.
The Forum has been set up to enable the LSP to engage with a wide range of partners and stakeholders across the public, private, voluntary and community sectors in deciding how to tackle the big issues facing Central Bedfordshire.

This meeting will focus on the development of a new Sustainable Community Strategy for Central Bedfordshire.

The Town Council’s representatives on Mid Beds equivalent Forum were the Town Clerk and Cllr Blaine.

(The Town Council is requested to appoint two representatives to attend the Forum)

9.8 Request from Sandy Twinning Association

A letter has been received with regard to the links with Poland and France (Copy attached).  The Twinning Association is requesting the Town Council’s support in putting the two existing links on a similar footing.

(Members are requested to decide if they wish to support the Twinning Association’s initiative).
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9.  Town Clerk’s Report

(Cont)

9.9 Possible amendment to grant giving policy

Under the Town Council’s grant giving policy it is not allowed to give grants to individuals.  However, under the Power of Wellbeing, which the Town Council is now allowed to exercise individuals may be helped by Town Council if it is likely to achieve the promotion or improvement of the economic, social or environmental wellbeing of their area.

Obviously there is a conflict between these two items and Members are asked to consider whether the grant giving policy should be amended.  An application for a grant has been received from an individual (see below).

(Members are requested to decide if they wish to change the grant giving policy).
9.10. Grant Application 

Should the Town Council’s grant giving policy be amended an application for a grant has been received on behalf of Billy Albone, a Sandy resident who has been chosen to compete in Egypt at the Rotax Max Challenge Finals in Karting.  (Copy of grant application attached).

Should Members wish to make a grant it would have to use the Power of Wellbeing.

(Members are requested to decide if they wish to make such a grant and if so the source of funding.)

9.11. Request from Sandy Cricket Club
Sandy Cricket Club is applying for a grant of £3,000 from Central Bedfordshire Council in order to help fund its purchase of a new roller.  As part of its application the Council asks for a letter of support for the application from the Town Council.
Members will be aware that the Cricket Club has also requested £3,000 from the Town Council but it is not necessary for this amount to be confirmed before the application to Central Bedfordshire Council can go ahead.
(Members are requested to indicate if they would like to send a letter to Central Bedfordshire Council in support of the Cricket Club’s application).
11. The Jenkins Pavilion 

To receive and consider the Clerk’s report.

Exempt information – Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and Section (8 & 9) of the Local Government (Access to Information Act) 1985.  The Press and Public are given notice that they may be requested to retire during consideration of this item.

12.  Confidential Item

To receive and consider the Clerk’s Report. Copy attached

Exempt information – Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and Section (6) of the Local Government (Access to Information Act) 1985.  The Press and Public are given notice that they may be requested to retire during consideration of this item.

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Open Spaces Sub-Committee briefing held on Monday 23rd November 2009 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds. 

PRESENT

Cllrs M Scott (Chairman), N Aldis, D Broughton and M Pettitt.

Also present was Cllr Bartlett.

1. Apologies None.
2. Minutes of meeting held on the 3rd August and 28th September 2009.

Resolved: That the Minutes of the Meetings of the Open Spaces Committee held on the 3rd August and 28th September 2009 be approved as a correct record.

3. Verti-draining

(i)
Contractor 

The cost for a contractor to carry out verti-draining was noted.

(ii)
Hire

The cost to hire a verti-drain machine was noted.

(iii)
Purchase

Cllr Scott advised the sub-committee that a new Charterhouse7215 machine could be purchased from Scamblers for a cost of £13,640.00. Scamblers have a used charterhouse machine for sale for a cost of £7,500.00. Scamblers have an ex-demonstration machine available not a charterhouse at a cost of £6,000.
Scamblers will carry out 1 days training free of charge if a machine is purchased.

Resolved to recommend: That if the used verti-drain machine is still available and it is in good working order, this piece of equipment at £7,500.00 is purchased. As the contractor verti-draining has been cancelled at a cost of £1,950.00, the contractor grass seeding of the cricket outfield has been cancelled at a cost of £1,590.00 and the Sisis slitter is sold (Value not currently known) these monies could be used towards the purchase of a verti-drain machine. 

Resolved: That the Deputy Clerk contacts Scamblers to arrange a demonstration of the used charterhouse machine and the ex-demonstration machine.
(iv)
Training

The item was noted.
Resolved to recommend: That if a verti-drain machine is purchased training of the D.S.O. staff is carried out by supplier and a ½ day college certification course if a verti-drain machine is purchased at a cost of £110 per day (If two ½ day courses are arranged for the same day.) per applicant if two or more applicants.

4. Fertilizing
(i)
Fertilizer 
After discussing various options.

Resolved to recommend: That two lots of 1.8 metric tonnes of Yara complex 12.11.18. with magnesium are purchased for Bedford Road and Sunderland Road recreation grounds to be applied in April and September by the D.S.O staff at a total cost for the fertilizer of £1,600.00. 
(ii)
Training
The item was noted.
Resolved to recommend: That a ½ day college certification training of the D.S.O. staff is carried out as and when possible at a cost of £110 per day (If two ½ day courses are arranged for the same day.) per applicant if two or more applicants.

5. Wildcats Cableway

That the problem is noted.
Resolved to recommend: (i) That a new chain and seat assembly is purchased to replace the removed chain and seat assembly at a cost of £109.00 plus 8.5% carriage.

(ii) That the replacement chain and seat assembly is purchased from the appropriate maintenance budget.
6. Allotments - A way forward.

Members discussed the allotments.
Resolved to recommend: (i) That allotments and cemetery – a way forward is an item on a Town Council agenda.

(ii) That an answer is needed from Central Bedfordshire Council on whether the Town Council can compulsory purchase land for allotments.
Resolved: That the Deputy Clerk contacts Central Bedfordshire Council again on whether the Town Council can compulsory purchase land for allotments.

7. Section 106

Members discussed.
Resolved: That the Deputy Clerk contacts Central Bedfordshire to find out what Section 106 monies can be spent on.
8. Bedford Road – Playbuilder

The Deputy Clerk informed the sub-committee that Central Bedfordshire Council has not yet approved the Section 106 application. Proposed date for work to start at Bedford Road is Monday 30th November 2009.
9. Faynes Corner Shrub beds

Resolved to recommend: That additional plants are purchased to replace the plants that have died at a cost of £250.00.

10. Any other business

Members discussed the Church yard trees.
The Deputy Clerk informed the sub-committee that the Diocese of St Albans had been contacted to receive a certificate to apply for the faculty. The certificate was received and public notices have been displayed for 28 days inside and outside the church. The faculty application has been sent back to the Diocese and the Council is now awaiting approval.  
11. Date and time of next meeting

To be confirmed.
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